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And the recommendation goes to . . . . .

Book Title: Trouble in Nuala [The Inspector de Silva Mysteries Book 1)

Author: Harriet Steel

Synopsis= Acozy mystery set in 1930s British colonial Ceylon [Sri Lanka

now). Local Sinhalese police Inspector, Shanti de Silva, happily married to an

expat Englishwoman, Jane, investigates the local British tea factory owner, a

very nasty piece of work, and finds a shabby plantation and ill-used workers.

Once this cruel owner is found dead, de Silva has to walk a fine line with both

the man's friend and his lawyer as he works to solve the murder. With
financial intrigue and worker issues to negotiate, and in spite of the

interference of the assistant government agent, aptly named Clutterbuch de

Silva slowly and calmly ties everything together and we are left happily
looking forward to the next two books in the series.

Why Recommended: A mistreated and frightened wife, a mistreated and

dismissed worker, a car chase in a Daimler through the thronged streets of

Nuala-all these add to the puzzle amid long-ago local color (the train from

the capital to his home has to stop and wait for a herd of goats to cross the

tracks; the climb through the jungle passes rubber trees, king coconuts, vines,

creepers and slithering wildlife). De Silva's passion is raising roses and the

gentleness of his gardening contrasts with the toughness of his hunt for the

killer. Another amusing touch to this delightful look at long-ago life in Ceylon

is De Silva's malapropisms, which his wife gently corrects ("a warning shot

across the ship" is corrected to "across the bows, dear.")

A Little About The Author: British author Harriet Steel wasa solicitor

fiawyer) and had published four popular historical novels and a collection of



short stories before turning to crime fiction with this book, the first of 

Inspector de Silva Mysteries Series. 

Stane Stree 
2nd edition November 2 , 

ISBN-13: 978-0995693401 Paper, a. 

ASIN: B01 K7VSGO8 Ebook (August 10, 2 
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Book Title:
r-ari: -ir: Jn:oici icve Siory ancJ the lnspiration for Dr. Zhivago

Anna pastemak

Authoc

Synopsis:

Forthoseof us,,vholovedthetimelessmovie,Dr.Z'i':ivap,*,':,"risisamust-readbook! ln"Lara: TheUntoldLoveStoryandthe
lnspiration for Dr. Zhivago", Anna Pasternak presenir e,r ;itifi'lat€ 1or:k behind the scenes at Olga lvinskaya, iloris pasternak,s
lover and, in fact, the model for Yuri Zhivago's lover, Lara.:n the iloek on which the movie Dr. Zhivago is based. Twice married
and in an unhappy second marriage at the time ihey met, Boris was simpiy enchanted with Olga and could not resjst her charm
Likewise, Olga, herself twice rvidovred, met Boris with cpen arms at sny opportunity presented to her" Her dedication to this
accomplished author in support of his literary work, not to mention her outward affe{tion towards hir"rr, put her at great risk as
their relatlonship grew. She wa: arrested, sent to pris*n, then was put into the Potn'ra labor car*p rqhere she endured harsh
condltlons during her incarceralicn there- Though distance and tirne separated Boris and olga, their love neverfaltered. Boris
pursued his passion for writing. alt the whiie pressing canii:Trously for Olga's rctease. The book, Dr. Zhivago, was published in
the 1950s first in ltaly and is evidence of Boris'commitmeilt to his writing, despite livi*g as an exile in ftussia, the country of his
birth. lt's interesting to note that rvhile other countries soon followed in publishing the book, Sr. Zhivago, Boris' own country,
Russia, did not publish his book until 1988.

Why Hecom*nrended:

Quite honestly, 1 picked up tiris heak because rry 6wn d*i:gi;ier"s na;-*e is Lara and the title simply car:ght my eye, geyond that,
I had aiways loved the movie Dr lhivago End especially rovuu ue irisiic "Lara's Them*" {my daughter has two music boxes with
thattunel)' Soitwesonlynaturalthatl'dbeinierestedinreac{ingthisbook. Ifouncithebooktobesoinformativeasfarasthe
historYofthisperiod. lhecharacterportrayals,particularlythoseof Borisandolga,werewell-developedandinteresting. I
learned a great deai from this book and it novr makes me ll/ant to see the movie, Dr. Zhivago, again.

About the Author:

AnnaPasternakisthegranddaughtercfEorispasternak'sslei*r,Jcsephine. Shechoseto*rritethisb*okinordertodispel
ssme of the negativitY that had been associated with Olg": b7 v,liious members af the Fasternak family, lnstead of denouncing
Oi6a as Boris' lowly mistress, Anna Pasternak hoped that by writlng this book, she woulcJ be able to show that oiga was a
courageous woman rvho actually encouraged and supported Boris in the accomplishment of writing Dr. Zhlvago.
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, , Kirk 
Date: 0 to :r 4, 2017 at 3 :52:20 PM PDT 
To: ' libfriends@gmail.com 
Subject: Kindle Raffle

Book Title: Hillbilly Elegy 

Author: J.D. Vance 

Synopsis: A memoir of one man's path to understand both his 

own families way of life and the complicated culture of his 

background as a 'hillbilly' from Appalachia. 

Vance shares his take on the culture of hillbillies and his own 
understanding of what is real and what is just tired 
stereotypes. He uses the word hillbilly with pride. 

He was born in Kentucky into a poor family with a sister and 

mother. His father is absent and he only gets to know him as a 

teenager. However, as it is often part of this culture his close 

relationships with extended family and in particular his maternal 

grandparents who he knows as Mamaw and Papaw, deeply 

guide his life and to whom the book is dedicated. 

Vance and his family move to Ohio to seek work and to break 

the cycle of poverty. His mother is often back and forth with 

boyfriends and husbands and often is addicted to drugs. With 

his sister and grandparents giving him unwavering support his 

unstable home life serves to both hold him back and is what in 

the end moves him forward. 

His grandmother is a tough character who wouldn't care if you 
were shot or cussed out as long as you didn't hurt her grandson. 



Struggling ·· s hoo[ he e entually understands that education is 
the onl path ut of his endless life of poverty and vows to study 
hard to b eligible for college. Not being truly prepared for 
college he de ided to join the Marines and after four years he 
trul comes of age and gains the understanding and stability to 
go forvvard. He enrolls in college and eventually graduates from 
Yale Lavl School. 

Vance carries a strong sense of family and shows pride in both 
his cultural background and the awareness and hard work 
needed to move forward. 

A very good read. 

Why Recommended: Often we limit our knowledge and the 
stretch of cultures we try to understand. This book allows a look 
into one man's life that shows how complex and rich his hillbilly 
culture truly is. 

About the Author: J. D. Vance lives the story. He grew up in 
Appalachia and in Middletown, Ohio. His path to becoming 
both an author and investment banker were informed by his 
upbringing, his tour in the Marines and the education he 
struggled to receive. Now married living in California he is both 
a reflective and down to earth writer. 

Sharon Van Kirk, definitely over 21 
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Author: De · ae Veselits 

Synopsis: Ni e ids st uggle to survive the cruelty of their alcoholic, paranoid-schizophrenic father. 

Why Recommended: Oenae's autobiography sheds light upon the darkness of child abuse, as told by 

the seven remaining children who suffered mightily but triumphed boldly. 

About the Author: Denae Veselits paints the light from her apartment in Browne's Addition, Spokane. 

She graduated from Eastern Washington University with a degree in Anthropology and Women's 

Studies. Art lovers from around the world enjoy her paintings. She takes time off to work with 

Alzheimer's patients, recovering alcoholics, and mentally disabled children. 

Recommendation: From the opening line "I knew I should not be in the room," the author(s) of "Birds of 

Passage" skillfully slam the reader back in time to the 1950s and 60s. Welcome to Greenacres, 

Washington just outside Spokane. The nine Veselits kids live under the cruel regime of their alcoholic, 

paranoid-schizophrenic father. You thought YOU endured a miserable childhood? You didn't. Frank 

Veselits turned the lives of his offspring and their mom into a bizarre house of horrors. The six sisters 

and three brothers walked home from school every day knowing their dad would be ready and waiting 

to abuse and humiliate them. Waiting to falsely accuse of a meaningless infraction of his strict rules. 

Waiting to ridicule and dominate before the other family members. Waiting to make ridiculous 

demands. Waiting to sexually abuse them. Frank, unable and unwilling to earn a decent living, 

subjected his family to the darkest levels of poverty, where insufficient shelter and constant hunger 

overlapped the scarring dysfuntion of fear, negligence, abuse and despair. 

Denae is the primary author (that's Denae on the front cover, stiff and scared, balancing high in the air 

on the upraised palm of her father). Her siblings generously share their own crippling memories. Their 

experiences - we hear from each sister and brother by name throughout the book - engage the reader 

story by story. We hear about the mythical kingdom beneath the evil witch Hazel's strawberry fields. 

We learn about the Mysterious Can of Sauerkraut. The high society tea party. The black tooth fillings, 

the ugly glitter glasses. The landfill voyeurism. And sadly, Denae reveals to us the worst day of their 

lives. 

So many memories. But admittedly, says one sister, "we can't tell you the whole truth because none of 

us really knows what it is." She continues: "Memories destabilize you, paralyze you, make you crazy 

and sometimes even kill you." 

Denae's artistic prose and that of her siblings come together, oftentimes reluctantly so, for a beautiful 

and wondrous read. This autobiography defines audacity. Their stories are touching, sad, gritty, and 

sprinkled with numerous literary morsels .. Did I mention the book is sometimes laugh-out-loud funny? 

The surviving siblings leaned on one another, learned from each other, to become the skilled artists 

and inspirational professionals they are today. "Birds of Passage" is a triumph. 

Submitted by: Don LaPoint Age: 64 
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From: Rebekah Walton  
Date: October 27, 2017 at 22:15:23 PDT 
To: "edmondslibfriends@gmail.com" <edmondslibfriends(a),gmail .com> 
Subject: Kindle Raffle 

The Thousand Dollar Fish by Paul Hutchens 

A gang of boys known as the Sugar Creek Gang go on a camping trip out in the 

woods. While they are on that camping trip they encounter a mystery 

surrounding the ice cellar. In the ice cellar are fish with loads of cash stuffed 

inside of them.Together the gang must find out the mystery surrounding the 

cash while not getting found out by the criminal who is hiding this cash. 

I would recommend this book because it was one of favorite books growing up 

and it is also a mystery and I love mysteries. 

Paul Hutchens was a Baptist minister who had six brothers, he always said they 

were the original Sugar Creek Gang. After preaching for quite sometime he fell 

sick with tuberculous and during that time he wrote all of his books including the 

series called the Sugar Creek Gang, which this book is a part of, he had one 

1 



Sent: 

To: 

ichard Suico 

T esday, October 24, 20177:51 AM 

Erin Peterson 

Subject: FW: Book Recommendation submission 

From: Friends of Edmonds Library [mailto:edmondslibfriends@gmail.com] 

Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 10:37 PM 

To: Richard Suico <RSuico@sno-isle.org> 

Subject: Fwd: Book Recommendation submission 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Joan Emery <vetjb@yahoo.com> 
Date: October 20, 2017 at 15:18:43 PDT 
To: edmondslibfriends@gmail.com 
Subject: Book Recommendation submission 

Book Recommendation 
By Jillian Hatzenbeler, age 9. 
Sherwood Elementary School - grade 4 

Serafina and the Black Cloak, by Robert Beatty 

If you like a magical adventurous mysteries with a strong female main character then you will love this book 
and the others in its series. 

The book is about a twelve year old girl who lives in the basement of Biltmore Estate Mansion. Serafina's 
father was one of the original builders of Biltmore Mansion. He didn't have a home, so he started living in the 
basement with his daughter, Serafina. Serafina must stay hidden because know one upstairs knows she 

exists. If she is found, she could get taken away. 

One night, Serafina was hunting rats in the mansion and she heard a little girl screaming then a man's voice 
saying, "I'm not going to hurt you." The man took the little girl to a room with all sorts of twisted 
hallways. He was wearing a magical black cloak. The man stole the little girls' soul with the help of his 
magic cloak snaking around the girl until she disappeared. 

To save the little girl and other children, Serafina, bravely lures the evil man into a graveyard where an angel 
statue with a sharp sword awaits. Will she be able to destroy the man and his cloak or will she get sucked in 
herself? 

1 
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Suico

Friday, October 27,2017 10:43 PM

Erin Peterson

Fwd: Frrends of the Edmonds Library Presents: Book recommendation

Sent from mv iPhone

Begin forwarded message :

From : Friends of Edmonds Library <edrlondslibt'iendsl@gmail.corn>
Date: October 21. L017 at 6:20:48 PM PDT
To: RSuico 0 sno-isle.ore
Subject: Frr'd: Friends of the Edmonds Library Presents: Book recommendation

Sent from mf iPhone

Begin forr,varded message :

From : Emily Rati gan <peat. rati gan @ gmail. corn>
Date: October 27 .2017 at 1.6:12:27 PDT
To : edmondsl ibfiiends(@emai l.corn
Subject: Re: Friends of the Edmonds Library Presents: Book
recommendation

Email:
kerri.rati gan rOgmai l.com

On Fri. Oct 2l .2017 at 4:1 1 PM, Emily Ratigan <peat.ratigan/4lgrnail.com>

$'rote:
And the recommendation goes to
Book Title: Took: A Ghost Story

Author: Mary Downing Hahn

Synopsis:
Daniel is not happy that his family moved. His sister, Erica got a doll that looks
just like her, so Erica calls her doll "Little Erica". Daniel is annoyed that Erica is
paying more attention to her doll than him. Kids at school keep telling Daniel
about some old witch who lives in the mountains, and Daniel does not believe it.

One day Daniel follows his sister and her doll into the woods. Daniel grabbed

his sister's arm, " Lets go" he told his sister. Erica dropped her doll and begged to
get her doll but Daniel would not let her. One day Erica goes missing. No one

I)LJ



/ 
find any clues. Do you think you know where Erica is? Read the book to find 

ut! 

Why Recommended: 

I recommend this book because it makes you never want to finish it, even after 
the book ends. I would recommend the book to anyone who likes mystery, 
suspense, science fiction, or fantasy. 

A Little About The Author: 

Mary Downing Hahn writes young adult novels, and she used to be a librarian. 
She is best known for her ghost stories and mystery books. She first published a 
book in 1979. 

Submitted From 
Name: Emily Ratigan 

2 



bla ,t"O h ,

s ds Library Presents:
ion ooes to....

BookTitle:

Author:

Synopsis: - \ _ i -,-'"-r-'-'Slyr )e- al [-ar ne+e) lnrriirr^ l: ebovt4*
'] ,1,\r^ \ h 0\ 1" f \! S \t !..an I.m nyi 1 i );l c\n;Jtr\-r.:i 

^'::t^., 
t: u +|' Y1'+ r'..," j+L-

C+L?. gosc r^e in hey 1a*;"i;' 
rLtr-

hiql" Schsol She x1s_-^,^rr +hi ,^f.,nm\nit+"I \^--nra ; r"iiixefipr hrvr,n,., o n
Why Recoinmended:f - ,"1-l^r \ l"i 

,,L i1 .r-),r{'f- ' ' S 'n rf L(\ i )\ 
',,0 

71i:
\ +- \.,'-r.-i-*,,..i..,..*,.-Fi|,/^i11@.fl..^.(.

I I t)-=:i__-.

.r -\ o , -"?'-':erf 0 eU.nwl6_ i -i-S -ti
ac\u - n+16;ffi?r*^'7 

d,'H,'t ,

About the Author:

f.}fr,ratAA^ .arA I -v \ "..Y ^;' -9',---'?'- (-/'r -rrll lgtWma t and,-,q'hos4i.p- ;i' rl;' ii d'i ;' ;'"rii,Bo)- A'f6a' \/

d:

Submitted By

Name:

Email:

Knobiw,M*rr<@gtrt

Phone Number:

L)^, e t-\r.j-r

KEEP THIS
GOti"ioil
472472

ilr/

l!
-J---

I I t1,,



e s o  Edmonds Library <edmondslibfriends@gmail.com> 

rday, October 28, 2017 7:21 AM 

in Peterson 

d: Kindle Raffle 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Deborah v alton <
Date: October 27, 2017 at 6:21 :38 PM PDT 
To: "edmondslibfriends@gmail.com" <edmondslibfriends@gmail.com> 
Subject: Kindle Raffle 

Book Title: Entwined 

Author: Heather Dixon 

Synopsis: 

' I 

Entwined is a retelling of the beautiful story of the twelve dancing princesses. The eldest sister Azalea loves dancing and feels responsible 
for her younger sisters. Thrown into mourning by the death of their mother and forbidden to dance, they find a way to dance despite the 
odds. A dark fate hides beneath the castle and Azalea must protect her sisters and kingdom from a terrible curse, while finding time for love. 

Why Recommended: 

This book appeals to any lover of fairy tales or happy endings. Each princess has a separate personality and individual charms and the 
reader will find putting this book down an impossibility. I could not stop smiling and laughing and swooning at the way the characters danced 
across the page. The dark themes of the story follow the traditional ways of fairy tales and while scary in their own right they are outset by 
the charm and lightheartedness of the romance and humor of the rest of the book. It's a story about families and love and bonds that cannot 
be broken. 

About the Author: 

Heather Dixon grew up in a large family with four brothers and six sisters. She is a storyboard artist as well as a writer and lives in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. 

Submitted By: 
Deborah Walton 
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